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	Another bird of prey killed

Dear supporter
I feared the worst as I went into the field. I had been following the signal from a radio tag we'd fitted to one of the red kites we released back in July. We had fitted tags to all the birds, but this one had been stationary for too long.

It wasn't long before I saw it, lying on the ground, dead. There was a rabbit next to it, also dead with its body cut open.  I knew then the red kite had been poisoned.

You know when you release birds into the wild they won't all survive, although it's always upsetting to find one dead. I've found five now and sadly not all the deaths have been natural; this one was poisoned, another was shot. Tests confirmed the rabbit's corpse had been laced with the banned pesticide alphachloralose. Red kites are scavengers; they can't resist a free meal. This time it proved to be the bird's last.
 
I have been upset in the past. This time I was angry. Angry and frustrated that a bird I and others had put so much work into, that we knew so well, had been killed like that. 

With your help, we can stop the illegal killing of birds of prey across the UK.
If you haven't already please sign the pledge to save our birds of prey.
If you have pledged, please send this email to all your friends so they can pledge too.
Whoever did this wanted to kill something. They deliberately covered the rabbit in a banned poison and left it in the County Down countryside as bait. It was an act both callous and careless. Maybe the red kite was their target and maybe not but they didn't seem to care what ended up finding that rabbit. It could have been a wild animal; it could have been someone's pet. Either way, it's a cruel way to kill an animal.

But we're not giving up. This was the second year of a three-year programme to bring red kites back to Northern Ireland after an absence of almost two centuries. Another 27 birds will take to the skies in 2010. They are graceful fliers whose presence should be welcomed by all. 

On the day this bird was released, Northern Ireland's Environment Minister watched it take flight and put his name to the RSPB's campaign to end the killing of birds of prey. 

By doing the same, you'll be adding your voice to the call for these senseless killings to be consigned, finally, to the past. 

Please sign the RSPB's birds of prey pledge and encourage others to do so now and help us stop the killing. 
Thank you

Robert Straughan, Northern Ireland Red Kite Project Officer
PS For more about red kite persecution, click here.
Northern Ireland Red Kites is the first species reintroduction in Northern Ireland and part of an All-Ireland project to bring back these wonderful birds to our shores. Project partners are the Welsh Kite Trust, the Golden Eagle Trust and the Royal Society for the Protection of Birds.
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Thanks for campaigning with us on behalf of wildlife & wild places





Please do not reply to this e-mail. If you have a question or comment please contact campaigns@rspb.org.uk

You have been sent this e-mail because the e-mail address TEMPLARSER@YAHOO.CO.UK is subscribed to RSPB Campaigns e-mails.

To unsubscribe please visit our Unsubscribe page.

If you have been forwarded this e-mail by a friend and would like to receive the RSPB's e-newsletter and e-mails about our conservation, campaigning and fundraising work, please use our online sign-up form.

The RSPB speaks out for birds and wildlife, tackling the problems that threaten our environment. Nature is amazing - help us keep it that way.
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